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1. CHINA’S  POLICY  DIRECTION

Chinese Government always pays highly attention to resource and 
environmental issues, and makes resource saving and environmental 
protection as the basic state policy. With its large population, China is far 
behind the world’s average per capita in terms of farming land, fresh 
water and forest resource. With the rapid and continuous social and 
economic development in China, the conflict between timber supply and 
demand became increasingly obvious. To meet the domestic timber 
demand and maintain ecological balance, Chinese Government adopted 
the following measures.
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Country Area of farm land per 
capita/hectare

Area of forest per 
capita/hectare

Water resource per 
capita/m3/year

China 0.093 0.149 2200

U.S.A. 0.7 1.001 11000

Canada 0.58 9.52 105600

Brazil 0.45 2.52 35200

Table 1 Average Share of Farm Land, Forest Area and Water 
Resource Per Capita of Some Countries
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Tab2.Planting area of China,1981~2007
Unit：1000 ha

3907.713838.793637.685598.089118.087770.974953.045105.144900.71planting area

200720062005200420032002200120001999Year

4811.054354.934919.385214.615992.665903.406030.405594.475208.47planting area

199819971996199519941993199219911990Year

5023.335533.275414.205274.008336.808253.676324.404495.604110.07planting area

198919881987198619851984198319821981Year
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Table 2 Comparison over the area of plantations in some countries

5

Country China U.S.A. Brazil Mexico

Plantation 
area/1,000 ha

53650 17061 5740 1058

1.1 Encouraging forestation to increase domestic  
timber resource.
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Table 4  Production of Commercial Timber, 2001-2007

Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Production of
Commercial
timbers

4549.19 4436.07 4758.87 5197.33 5560.31 6611.78 6976.65
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Fig. 1 Changes of Commercial Timber Production, 2000-
2007
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Tab5. Logs import volume of China,1998~2007

1.2 Encouraging timber/lumber import to take full use of overseas 

sustainable resources.

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

V
olum

e of im
ported logs

4823042 10135683 13611746 16863751 24333043 25455467 26308522 29367986 32152934 37132605

Unit：m3
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Fig2.Annual logs import changes of China
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Circular economy law of the People's Republic of China2009.1

Green building evaluation standard2006.6

Suggestion about accelerating boost timber saving and substitution 
workStateCouncil[2005]NO.582005.11.29

Instructions on doing well the key work of economical society 
construction

StateCouncil[2005]NO.212005.6

Several provisions about conservation& reasonable utilization of
timber and used timber substitutes

[1988] ministry of 
materials NO.291988.2.4

Statistics regime of timber saving and substitution（84） ministry of 
materials NO.41984.4.20

The calculation method of timber saving and substitution（81）ministry of 
materials NO.2311981.4.15

Several provisions about rapidly improving mechanical 
product design and wood saving

State office[1980]NO101980.6.20

Instructions of the state about saving wood State Financial NO.631962.4.15

Instructions of Chinese government about saving wood Financial NO.1351951.8.13

File contentFile numberYear

Tab6. Current  main timber saving and substitution policies and regulations

1.3 Encourage timber conservation and substitution to promote 
reasonable and efficient timber use
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210531483029091State investment

252130043480379Actual finish

1979~20072007Year

32554111278009332123872983123297813922506471355797State investment

35333721481950736163023510242333916025580041795799Actual finish

2006Tenth  Five20052004200320022001Year

17977838817045067072856116898954772155327State investment

28117751106412761756495760244737203110505676Actual finish

Ninth Five20001999199819971996eighth FiveYear

43062367793235122888202471346935443State investment

16261114456311891344640349492553762295Actual finish

1995199419931992199119901979~1989Year

Tab7.  Investment of forestry major project,1979~2007    
Unit：ten-thousand-yuan

1.4 The Government invested to support scientific and technological development of 
wood conservation and efficient utilization, project demonstration



12

Tab8. Special fund for timber saving and substitution, 1980-1990

0.60.60.20.200.25fund

19901989198819871986year

0.250.30.50.60.61.2fund

198519841983198219811980year
Unit：a hundred million yuan
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Fig3.    Subsystem of wood saving and substitution standard
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Tab9.  China’s Key Wood Conservation Standards

Wood Preservatives-Ammonical Copper Quat (ACQ)SB/T10432-200716

Wood Preservatives-Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA)  SB/T10433-200717

Methods for wet ashing procedures  for  preparing wood for chemical analysisSB/T10405-200615

Determination of Active Components in Waterborne Preservatives  and Fire-
Retardants

SB/T10404-200614

Mark of Wood and Wood Products in TradingSB/T10383-200413

Use category and specification for  preservative-treated woodLY/T1636-200512

Wood preservativesLY/T1635-200511

Method of laboratory test for toxicity of wood preservatives to soft-rot fungusLY/T1284-199810

Method of laboratory test for toxicity of wood preservatives to decay fungiLY/T1283-19989

Specification for production of fire-retardant treated lumber and wood
composite panel products

GB/T   -20088

Specification for wood resistance to termites and beetlesGB/T   -20087

Management specifications for Wood protectionGB/T   -20086

Management code for discarded wooden recycling and utilization  GB/T 22529-20085

Safety code for wood preservation plant  Part2:OperationGB/T   -20084

Safety code for wood preservation plant
Part1:Plant design

GB/T   -20083

Preservative-treated WoodGB/T 22102-20082

Specifiation for production of Preservative-treated WoodGB22280-20081
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Tab9.China’s Key Wood Conservation Standards

National professional standard for wood preserver30

Technology specification for preservative treated wood in engineering 
application

29

Specification for wood drying28

Specification for Production of Modified Wood27

Specification for wood storage and management26

Specification for wood preservation treatment25

Specification for wood saving and substitution24

Thermo-modified woodSB/T10508-200823

Ammonical copper quat (ACQ) preservative pressure-treated woodSB/T10503-200822

Chromated copper arsenate (CCA) preservative pressure-treated woodSB/T10502-200821

Wood Preservative-treating  vacuum / pressure injection equipment setSB/T10440-200720

Wood Preservative Copper  Azole –Type B (CA-B)SB/T10435-200719

Wood Preservative-Copper Boron Azole –Type A  (CBA-A)SB/T10434-200718
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210019001737.031730.091722.061718.561648.4
9

timber saving 
and 
substitution

2002200019981996199519941993Year

15471459.651440.741359.911300.991253.331200.2
3

timber saving 
and 
substitution

1992199119901989198819871986Year

Tab10. Annual timber saving and substitution

unit：ten-thousand m3
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Fig4. Annual timber saving and substitution change
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Thank you!Thank you!


