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1 The President opened the meeting and handed over to the Chairman of the

Canadian IRG-18 Organizing Committee, Dr Vishwa N P Mathur.

2 In welcoming participants to Canada, Dr V N P Mathur introduced

Dr Lorne Greenaway, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of State

for Forestry and Mines, who offered some perspectives on the importance of
the Group's work as far as Canada was concerned.

3 In 1986 Canada had earned 16.2 billion dollars for the export of forest

products.
on the international market.

In fact Canadians were the largest exporters of forest products
That made them very conscious of the need to

maintain this position, which meant that they had to be active in
practising measures to maintain the quality of their products.
preservation was essential.

Thus wood

4 He pointed out also the value of wood preservation as an aid to forest
conservation.



